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• 106 m
odern cam

psites – 20 w
ith

electric hook ups.
• Large picnic grounds am

ong old,
giant pines.

• Sandy sw
im

m
ing beach.

• Boat and canoe rental.
• Fishing for w

alleye, northern, and
panfish.

• 10 m
iles of hiking trails.

• 5 m
iles of interpretive trails.

• 5 m
iles of cross-country skiing trails.

• 10 m
iles of snow

m
obiling trails.

• 7 backpacking and canoe-in sites.
• Sew

age dum
p station.

• G
uest house: This older split-level

house is available for rent year-round.
It has 4 bedroom

s, 2 baths, and a
fully-equipped kitchen.

• C
C

C
 log cabin: Built by the C

ivilian
C

onservation C
orps in the 1930s, this

restored cabin is available for rent
from

 A
pril 15 – O

ctober 31. It has one
sm

all bedroom
 and sleeps up to 4

people. Toilet facilities are located
nearby.

• Rustic group cam
p.

V
ISIT

O
R

 FAV
O

R
IT

ES

• C
am

ping.
• Fishing in three lakes.
• C

hase Point Trail.
• C

oon Lake sw
im

m
ing beach.

• Forestry tow
er.

• H
iking.

• Fishing pier.
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Branstrom Trail to Circle LL Tr.

to BIGFORK, 5 miles
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    The D
N

R
 has m

apped the state show
ing federal,

state and county lands w
ith their recreational

facilities.
    Public R

ecreation Inform
ation M

aps (PR
IM

) are
available for purchase from

 the D
N

R
 gift shop, D

N
R

regional offices, M
innesota state parks and m

ajor
sporting and m

ap stores.

C
heck it out - you'll be glad you did.
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Note: Trail distances are shown in miles. The
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Cross-Country Skiing

easy

difficult

most difficult

Snowmobiling

LAND OWNERSHIP

State Park Land

Other Public Land

Private Land



SC
EN

IC
 STA

T
E PA

R
K

is located in Itasca C
ounty,

seven m
iles east of Bigfork, M

innesota, on C
ounty

R
oad

 #7. H
ighw

ay m
ap ind

ex: I-7.

G
EN

ERA
L D

ESC
RIPTIO

N
:

Scenic State Park protects
the entire virgin-pine shoreland

s of C
oon and

Sand
w

ick L
akes, plus parts of L

ake of the Isles,
Tell, C

ed
ar, and

 Pine L
akes. C

oon and
 Sand

w
ick

L
akes provid

e park visitors w
ith excellent oppor-

tunities to fish, sw
im

, and boat. The park contains
several m

agnificent stand
s of old

 w
hite and

 red
pine that visitors enjoy w

alking through.

W
ILD

LIFE:
T

hirty-nine species of anim
als inhabit

Scenic State Park—
bald

 eagles, ospreys, loons,
jays, pileated w

oodpeckers, and songbirds, am
ong

others. A
long the lakes, m

arshes, and stream
s you

m
ay com

e across frogs, toad
s, or even snakes

am
ong the fourteen species of am

phibians and
reptiles that live in the park.

G
EO

LO
G

Y:  Im
agine a sheet of ice hundreds of feet

high slow
ly creeping and gouging the earth. Then,

as the clim
ate changes, the glacier begins to m

elt.
A

s it retreats, it leaves behind depressions, ridges,
and deposits of soil that are today’s rolling hills.

In Scenic, you can w
alk along C

hase Point, believed
to be an old esker—

a long ridge form
ed by a river

tunnel w
ithin a glacier. C

oon and Sandw
ick Lakes

are w
ater-filled

 d
epressions left over from

 old
G

lacial L
ake A

gassiz. Im
agine a lake covering an

area from
 the M

innesota-N
orth D

akota-C
anad

a
bord

er d
ow

n into the B
igfork area. T

hat w
as the

lake that rem
ained

 after the glacier m
elted

.

H
ISTO

RY:
T

he O
jibw

ay used
 this area as part of

their hunting ground
s, but there is little evid

ence
of heavy Ind

ian use.

L
ogging around

 Scenic State Park started
 in the

late nineteenth century. Logging com
panies began

clearing the forest and
 hauling logs d

ow
n the

B
igfork R

iver for the spring logging d
rive to the

R
ainy R

iver. T
he life of loggers w

as hard
 and

d
ifficult. T

hey began early in the m
orning and

usually w
orked

 late into the evening.

A
s land w

as cleared, hom
esteaders cam

e in and
attem

pted—
unsuccessfully—

to farm
 the area. Early

residents of the Bigfork area organized a m
ovem

ent
to preserve the birch and pines around C

oon and
Sandw

ick Lakes. Their efforts w
ere rew

arded w
hen,

in 1921, M
innesota passed a law

 creating a park
com

m
ission establishing Scenic State Park.

IN
TERPRETIV

E PRO
G

RA
M

:  In the sum
m

er, visitors
interested in learning about the natural and hum

an
history of the park should check the bulletin boards
at the contact station, cam

pground
s, and

 picnic
areas for daily schedules of hikes, dem

onstrations,
and

 evening program
s. T

he park naturalist con-
d

ucts a variety of program
s for visitors.

SO
 EV

ERYO
N

E C
A

N
 EN

JO
Y TH

E PA
RK...

•
 T

he park belongs to all M
innesotans. Treat it

w
ith respect and

 consid
eration.

•
 H

unting in the park is prohibited
.

•
 P

ets m
u

st be kep
t on a leash not longer than

six feet.

•
 M

otorized
 vehicles m

ay not use park trails.
•

 E
n

joy th
e an

im
als, bu

t d
o n

ot ap
p

roach
 or

feed
 th

em
.

•
 L

eave rocks and
 plants w

here they are. T
hey

m
ake up m

uch of the park’s beauty. D
o not

collect them
.

•
 Inform

ation on the use of sanitary facilities,
boating, navigation, and w

ater safety is available
from

 park m
anagers.

•
 Park only in d

esignated
 parking areas.

•
 T

he park is closed
 from

 10:00 P.M
. until 8:00

A
.M

. except in cam
pground

s. L
oud

 noises or
other d

isturbances are prohibited
 after 10:00

P.M
.

•
 Park perm

its are required
 for every vehicle.

Purchase them
 at park head

quarters. D
aily or

annual perm
its m

ay be purchased
 at the park

head
quarters or the Inform

ation C
enter in St.

Paul (see “FO
R

 M
O

R
E IN

FO
R

M
A

TIO
N

”at left).
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B
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D
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Inform

ation C
enter

500 L
afayette R

oad
St. Paul, M

N
 55155-4040

(651) 296-6157 (M
etro A

rea)
1-888-646-6367 (M

N
 Toll Free)

T
D

D
 (Telecom

m
unications

D
evice for D

eaf)
(651) 296-5484 (M

etro A
rea)

1-800-657-3929 (M
N

 Toll Free)

D
N

R
 W

eb Site: w
w

w
.d

nr.state.m
n.us

T
his inform

ation is available in
alternative form

at upon request.
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